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IPU Professors' 
names 

Research topic & period Brief description Participating universities 
and institutions 

Countries  Cooperation partner 

Prof. Dr. 
Michael B. 
Buchholz 

Conversation analysis and 
helping interactions 
 
2014-2020 (finalized) 

The project aims at identifying "typical 
problematic situations" (TPS) in 
psychotherapeutic and other 
professions; learning to cope with 
them is an essential part of 
therapeutic skills. 

 

University of Salzburg 
University of Gent 
 

Austria 
Belgium 

 Prof. Dr. Claudio 
Scarvaglieri  
(University of Gent) 

 

"Lupus diseases -
approaches in conversation 
analysis". 
Training in "R", videotaped 
interview with a lupus 
patient, initial analysis 
planning 
 
2012-2020 (finalized) 
 

A detailed single case study of a 
patient suffering from lupus, interview 
(+ its analysis), daily rhythms, 
physiological measurements, etc. with 
Prof. Christian Schubert, Innsbruck. 

University of Innsbruck    Austria 
 
 

 Prof. Dr. Christian Schubert 
(University of Innsbruck) 

Silence and Music 
 
2003-2018 (finalized) 

In collaboration with linguists from 
Berlin and Freiburg, observe the 
rythmicity of (therapeutic) speech, 
learn to appreciate its value for 
therapeutic conversations, and train 
others to become attentive to it. 

University of Warsaw  Poland  Prof. Dr. Silvia Bonacchi    
(University of Warschau) 

Psychotherapy und 
Conversationanalysis 
 
2014-2017 
"a life task and therefore 
unfinishable". 

PsA, as JAPA warned in 2002, is 
becoming a "hermeneutic without a 
text." But what takes place in the 
treatment room, the therapeutic 
Conversation, is that text, 
Conversation Analysis a method for its 
study with connection to social 
science perspectives, and also has 
organized over 15,000 members 
worldwide. 

University of 
Helsinki/Finland 
 

 Finland   Prof. Dr. Dr. Horst Kächele 

 Marie-Luise adler, Michael 
M. Dittmann, Florin Dreyer 

 Prof. Dr. Annsi Peräkylä 
(University Helsinki) 

 Prof. Dr. Jörg Bergmann 
(Zentrum für 
Interdisziplinäre 
Forschung, Bielefeld) 

 Prof. Dr. Uli Reich (FU-
Berlin) 
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Dr. Aleksander 
Dimitrijevic 

 

Translation and validation 
of self-report measures for 
the assessment of 
attachment and 
mentalization in adults 
(TAMMI)  
 
Ongoing since 2015  
 

Examining the effects of migration 
and war experiences on attachment 
and mentalisation within young 
individuals in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Bulgaria, Germany, and Serbia. 

University of Sofia St. 
Kliment Ohridski 
 

Bulgaria  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Camellia 
Hancheva  
(University Sofia St. 
Kliment Ohridski) 

Prof. Dr. 
Tamara 
Fischmann 

 

Modification of psychic and 
neuronal structures in 
psychoanalytic long-term 
therapies for depression 
(MODE) 
 
Ongoing since 2019 
 

The multi-centre study investigates 
the results of high-frequency and low-
frequency psychoanalysis in early 
traumatised, chronically depressed 
patients with experienced childhood 
trauma. 
 

 

International Psychoanalytic 
Association (IPA) und die 
American Psychoanalytic 
Association (APsaA), die 
Alfred Berman Foundation 
und die Robert. S. 
Wallerstein Fellowship to 
Psychoanalytic Research 

Switzerland, 
USA 

 Prof. Dr. Marianne 
Leuzinger-Bohleber (Uni 
Mainz) 

 Prof. Bradley Peterson 
(CHLA Los Angeles, USA) 

 Dr. Gilles Ambresin (CHUV 
Lausanne, Schweiz) 

 Cheryl Goodrich & Klaus 
Poppensieker (SFCP, San 
Francisco) 

 Bart Blinder & Linda 
Goodman (NCP, Los 
Angeles) 

 Prof. Dr. Nikolai Axmacher 
(Uni Bochum) 

Ethical Dilemmas due to 
prenatal and genetic 
diagnostics (EDIG) 
 
2005-2008 (finalized) 

Measuring the impact of prenatal and 
genetic diagnostics in women, their 
partners and their relationships, while 
taking interindividual and cultural 
differences into account. Funded by 
the EU. 

Nordwestkrankenhaus 
Frankfurt  

UK 
Greece 
Israel 
Italy 
Sweden 

 Prof. Dr. M. Leuzinger-
Bohleber  
(Sigmund-Freud-Institut 
Frankfurt am Main) 
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Prof. Dr. 
Andreas 
Hamburger 

 

„Trauma, Trust and 
Memory – Social Trauma 
and Reconciliation in 
Psychoanalysis, 
Psychotherapy and Cultural 
Memory“ (TTM) 
 
2013 – 2015 (finalized) 
 
 
 
 

The project has established a 
transnational network in 
interdisciplinary and psychoanalytical 
trauma research supported by young 
researchers. It contributes to 
overcoming individual and social 
experiences of trauma, and creates 
conditions for subjective and 
collective reconciliation. 

University of Sarajevo 
University of Tuzla 
University of Banja Luka 
University of Belgrade 
University of Nis 
St. Kliment Ohridski 
University of Sofia 
New Bulgarian University of 
Sofia 
University of the Aegean 
Lesbos 
Bilkent University Ankara 

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 
Serbia 
Bulgaria 
Greece 
Turkey  

 Dr. Slavica Tutnjević 
(University of Banja Luka) 

 Dr. Sabina Alispahić 
(University of Sarajevo) 

 Dr. Larisa Kasumagić 
(University of Sarajevo) 

 Prof. Dr. Dubravko 
Lovrenović  
(University of Sarajevo) 

 Associate Prof. Dr. Camellia 
Hancheva  
(St. Kliment Ohridski) 

 Prof. Dr. Nikola Atanassov 
(New Bulgarian University; 
deceased) 

 Prof. Dr. Aleksandar 
Dimitrijević  
(IPU Berlin) 

 Prof. Dr. Vladimir Hedrih 
(University of Nis) 

„Migration – Trauma in 
Transition“ (MTT)  
 
2016 – 2017 (finalized) 
 

Successor to the "Trauma, Trust, and 
Memory" project 

University of Banja Luka 
University of Sarajevo 
University of Sofia  
St. Kliment Ohridski 
New Bulgarian University of 
Sofia 
University of Belgrade 
University of Niš 
Bilkent University Ankara 
University of the Aegean  

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina  
Bulgaria  
Serbia 
Turkey 
Greece 

 Dr. Slavica Tutnjević 
(University of Banja Luka) 

 Assoc. Prof. Dženana 
Husremović  University of 
Sarajevo 

 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Camellia 
Hancheva  
(University Sofia St. 
Kliment Ohridski) 

 Assis. Prof. Biljana 
Stanković  
(University of Belgrade) 
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 Prof. Dr. Vladimir Hedrih 
(University of Nis) 

 Prof. Saime Özcürümez  
(Bilkent University) 

 Prof. Sotiris Xtouris 
(University of the Aegean) 

„Understanding Social 
Trauma in Changing 
Societies“ (STICS)  
 
2018 – 2022 (finalized) 

The network project brings students 
and teachers from Germany together 
with students and teachers from 
Bosnia, Bulgaria, Serbia and Turkey. It 
is based on the results and resources 
of an intensive long-term cooperation 
within the DAAD networks “Trauma – 
Trust – Memory (TTM)” and 
“Migration – Trauma in Transition 
(MTT)”. The aim is to strengthen 
transregional academic cooperation 
on the topic of "Social Trauma". 
Special attention is given to the 
influence of social trauma on the 
development of civil society(ies) in the 
participating countries. 
 

University of Banja Luka 
University of Sarajevo 
University of Tuzla 
Sofia University St. Kliment 
Ohridski 
New Bulgarian University of 
Sofia 
University of Belgrade 
University of Niš 
Başkent University  
Bilkent University Ankara 
 

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina  
Bulgaria 
Serbia 
Turkey 

 Dr. Slavica Tutnjević 
(University of Banja Luka) 

 Prof. Dr. Dženana 
Husremović  
(University of Sarajevo) 

 Prof. Dr. Maida Koso-
Drljević  
(University of Tuzla) 

 Dr. sc. Damir Arsenijević 
(University of Tuzla) 

 Associate Prof. Dr. Camellia 
Hancheva  
(University Sofia St. 
Kliment Ohridski) 

 Assis. Prof. Biljana 
Stanković  
(University of Belgrade) 

 Prof. Dr. Vladimir Hedrih 
(University of Nis) 

 Prof. Dr. Gamze 
Özçürümez  
(Başkent University) 
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 Prof. Saime Özçürümez 
(Bilkent University) 

Psychoanalysis als Tanz- 

Aesthetics and 

Performance of Fracture 

Elements 

2020-2022 (finalized) 

Our interdisciplinary project aims to 
describe the performative signatures 
of psychotherapy sessions through a 
multi-perspective investigation. In the 
present pilot phase, we will explore 
procedural and cognition-generating 
entanglements of psychoanalysis, 
psychology, linguistics, movement 
analysis and dance studies. The 
subject of our research are interaction 
phenomena that can be grasped 
within the framework of "separation 
metaphors". 
 

 Israel  Dr. Jasmin Spiegel (Martin 
Buber Society of Fellows, 
Hebrew University 
Jerusalem)  

 Jurian Krupp (IPU Berlin) 

 David Schneeweiß (IPU 
Berlin) 

 Karolin Blattmann (IPU 
Berlin) 
 

Scenic Microanalysis of 
video testimonies of 
chronically hospitalized 
holocaust survivors  
 
2007-2014 (finalized) 

Research project on the re-
narrativisation of lost life stories of 
survivors of the Shoah who were 
diagnosed and treated as chronically 
psychotic. 

University Kassel 
Yale School of Medicine  
Sigmund-Freud-Institute 
Frankfurt a.M. 

USA   Prof. Dori Laub  
(Yale School of Medicine) 
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Prof. Dr. Dr. 
Dorothea Huber 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multicentre cooperation 
project in Berlin, Kassel, 
Munich, Vienna 
(BEKAMÜWI study)  
 
2011 – 2018 (finalized) 

Multicentre process-outcome study 
on the working mechanisms of 
analytical, depth psychology-based, 
and behavioural therapy in depressive 
patients. 

Clinic München-Harlaching 
Klinikum rechts der Isar 
Munich 
University of Kassel 
University hospital Wien 

Austria 
 

 Prof Dr. Stephan Döring 
(Universitätsklinikum 
Wien) 

 Prof. Dr. Henriette Löffler-
Stastka 
(Universitätsklinikum 
Wien) 

Outcome Studies on 
Psychoanalysis:  an 
international cooperation 
 
2012 – 2019 (finalized) 

Research into the effectiveness of 
psychoanalysis, conducted with a 
frequency of 4 hours per week. 
Multicentric, internationally designed 
study.  

Clinic for Psychoanalysis 
Vienna  
 

Austria 
USA 
Helsinki 

 Prof. Dr. Steven Roose 
(Columbia University) 

 Dr. Olavi Lindfors 
(University of Helsinki) 

      

PD Dr. habil. 
Ewa 
Kobylinska-
Dehe 

History of Psychoanalysis in 
Poland within the German-
Polish-Jewish Cultural 
Context 
 
1900 – 2015 (finalized) 

The aim of the project is to research 
the "forgotten" history of 
psychoanalysis in Poland. If one 
examines the specificity of 
psychoanalysis in Poland, one 
encounters a rhizomatic interweaving 
of Polish, German and Jewish cultures 
and self-understandings. The task of 
the project is to explore these 
differences, but also the 
convergences, and to combine this 
with the search for common lines of 
tradition. 

Pedagogical University of 
Krakow 

Polen   Prof. Paweł Dybel 
(Pedagogical University of 
Krakow) 
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Prof. Dr. 
Christine 
Kirchhoff 
 

Psychoanalysis in the social 
sciences 
Ongoing since 2015 

Joint publication of the journal "Freie 
Assoziation" and founding of the 
Society for Psychoanalytical Social 
Psychology. 

SFU Wien  Austria  Dr. Markus Brunner (SFU 
Wien) 

Prof. Dr. Dr. 
Phil C. Langer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distancing and solidarity. 
How Corona influences our 
perception, our 
experiences and the 
shaping of our 
relationships. 
 
Ongoing since March 2020  

Researching the question, on how 
corona influences our perception, our 
experiences and the shaping of our 
relationships.  

Institute for Educational 
Science at the University of 
Vienna 

Austria  Prof. Dr. Bettina Dausien 
(University of Vienna) 

Transgenerational 
transmission of 
traumatisation in families 
of survivors of the Shoa 
 
Ongoing since 2015 

Exploring the transgenerational 
transmission of traumatisation in 
families of Shoa survivors. 

Clinic Barmelweid Switzerland  Priv.-Doz. Dr. Joram Ronel 
(Clinic Barmelweid) 

MHPSS Impact Study Iraq  
(mental health and 
psychosocial support)   
 
Ongoing since 2020 

 

Project to evaluate sport as an 
intervention to improve the well-
being of children and young people in 
Northern Iraq. 

HIZ der Deutschen 
Sporthochschule Köln  
University Dohuk (Nothern 
Iraq) 

 

Northern 
Iraq 

 

Psychosocial Needs of 
Former ISIS Child Soldiers 
in Northern Iraq (II) 
 
2022 (finalized) 

The project directly follows the 
research project Psychosocial Needs 
of Former ISIS Child Soldiers in 
Northern Iraq (I). The main goal is to 
develop and submit a larger 
application for external funding in 
order to further develop collaborative 
storytelling as a method of 

 Northern 
Iraq 

 Aisha-Nusrat Ahmad 
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psychosocial work with former child 
soldiers and to investigate its 
(assumed and so far unsystematically 
reported) health-promoting effects, as 
well as to make the stories accessible 
for socio-psychological analyses and 
interpretations. 

 
 

Trajectories of Flight and 
Migration and possible 
Constructions of a Future 
of young Refugees in 
Germany  
 
2019-2020 (finalized) 

The purpose of this project is to 
deepen the understanding of the 
experiences of flight and their 
psychosocial implications, the social 
agency of young refugees and their 
potential contributions to social and 

political change. The qualitative 
research design included 
participatory methods developed 
in projects in Afghanistan and Iraq 
(projective essays, collaborative 
storytelling) and biographical 
interviews. 

Analytical Foundation for 
Psychiatry 

Afghanistan, 
Iraq 

 Aisha-Nusrat Ahmad 

 Khesraw Majidi 

Psychosocial needs of 
former ISIS child soldiers in 
northern Iraq (I). 
 
2018-2019 (finalized) 

The research project aimed at 
answering the following interrelated 
questions: What are the psychosocial 
needs of former ISIS child soldiers in 
Northern Iraq? How are former ISIS 
child soldiers perceived by their social 
environment and how does this affect 
their current situation? Which 
services for them are already in place 
in the region and what approaches 

Gesellschaft für 
internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and 
the Regional Program 
"Psychosocial Support for 
Syrian and Iraqi Refugees 
and Internally Displaced 
Persons".  

 

Northern 
Iraq 

 Aisha-Nusrat Ahmad 

 Shereen Abdelnabi 

 Khesraw Majid 
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seem to be helpful? Which additional 
services should be provided to gain 
and sustain a meaningful state of 
mental integrity, social agency and 
societal integration of the children? 

What helps the Helpers? 
Responding to Staff Care 
Needs in Fragile Contexts 
 
2016-2020 (finalized) 

The main research question was as 
follows: How can organizations 
working in MHPSS in the context of 
crisis and conflict support and protect 
the psychological wellbeing of their 
staff? The project answered the 
question by cooperating closely with 
non-government organizations 
(NGOs) in four countries that are 
acutely affected by the ongoing Syrian 
crisis: Jordan, Lebanon, (Northern) 
Iraq and Turkey. 

Gesellschaft für 
internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and 
the Regional Program 
“Psychosocial  Support for 
Syrian and Iraqi Refugees 
and IDPs” 

Jordan, 
Lebanon 
(Northern) 
Iraq and  

 Aisha-Nusrat Ahmad. 

 Funding Phase: Marcella 
McNulty, Prof. Dr. Angela 
Kühner, Drew Mazyck 

 Second Funding Phase: Dr. 
Frank Schuhmann, Ulrike 
Auge, Silan Derin, Beyhan 
Bozkurt, Shereen 
Abdelnabi 

 

Glimpses of Hope in the 
Shadow of War – The 
Afghan Youth Project  
 
2016-2019 (finalized) 

In order to understand how young 
people perceive the current socio-
economic and political situation 
around them, their everyday 
experiences in a conflict-ridden 
environment and their prospects for 
the future, an empirical qualitative 
research approach combining 
interviews, projective essays, 
drawings and ethnographic 
observations was used. 

German Foundation for 
Peace Research  

Foundation for analytical 
Psychiatry 

Afghanistan  Aisha-Nusrat Ahmad 

 Ulrike Auge  

 and  Prof. Dr. Angela 
Kühner (in first funding 
phase) 

 

Prof. Dr. rer. 
nat. Konrad 
Schnabel 

Adaptation of the 
Psychological Well Being 
Scale and testing of the 
psychometric quality 

The aim of this project is to develop a 
Macedonian version of the 
Psychological Well Being Scale (PWBS) 
by Carol Ryff (2014) in a 

Representative sample from 
the Republic of Northern 
Macedonia 

Republic of 
Northern 
Macedonia 

 M.A. Ilija Dojchinovski  
(IPU Berlin) 
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criteria in a representative 
Macedonian sample 
 
Ongoing since 2020 

representative sample in the Republic 
of Northern Macedonia. The PWBS is 
one of the most widely used scales for 
assessing psychological well-being. It 
is based on a eudaemonic model of 
psychological well-being. 
 

Prof. Dr. 
Christiane 
Steinert 

Work on the question of 
effectiveness of 
mainstream psycho- and 
pharmacotherapeutic 
therapies for mental 
disorders 
 
2018-2022 (finalized) 

The effectiveness of common 
therapies for mental disorders is 
inadequate and even appears to be 
overestimated due to methodological 
shortcomings such as publication bias 
and uncontrolled allegiance. Scientific 
papers systematically summarize and 
critically evaluate the research 
findings of recent years. 
 

Stanford University School of 
Medicine  

USA  Prof. John Ioannidis 
(Stanford University School 
of Medicine) 

Prof. Dr. 
Christine Stelzel 

 

MOMEDIA - Cognitive and 
motivational processes in 
media multitasking  
 
Ongoing since 2019 
 

Based on findings on the association 
of frequent simultaneous media use 
("media multitasking") and increased 
distractibility, modality-specific effects 
and the role of motivational variables 
(correlative) as well as effects of 
media multitasking on different 
cognitive control processes 
(experimental) are investigated. 
 

University of Gent Belgium  Dr. Emma Beuckels 
(University Gent) 

Prof. Dr. Birgit 
Stürmer 

Psychological 
consequences of meal 
situations 
 
2013 – 2017 (finalized) 

Two studies compare the cognitive 
and emotional effects of a restaurant-
meal eaten in company with a meal 
eaten alone in a plain office (using 
pre- and post-test analysis). 

Humboldt university Berlin 
Georg-August-Unversity 
Göttingen 
Universidad Complutense 
Madrid 

Spain  Prof. Dr. Manuel Martin-
Loeches (Universidad 
Complutense Madrid) 
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Prof. Dr. 
Thomas Kühn 

Experiencing identity in 
times of Corona 
 
Ongoing since 2020 

Experiences during the Corona 
pandemic are examined, as well as 
perceived effects, for example on 
personal feelings and social 
relationships, but also on political and 
social issues in Germany and Brazil. 
 

Erich Fromm Study Center Brasil  Daniela Alcoforado (UFPE-
Recife, Brasil) 

 Dr. Sebastian Bobeth, 

 Katrin Voigt (IPU Berlin) 

 Prof. Dr. Dr. Phil C. Langer 
(IPU) 
 

Jenny Lou Eis, 
M.A.-Psych. 
 

3RS A/V project: A 
reliability and validity study 
of the revised Rupture 
Resolution Rating System 
v2022 
 
Ongoing since 2023 

The importance of rupture repair for 
the patient-therapist alliance has 
been demonstrated repeatedly but 
underlying processes require further 
investigation. For this, the Rupture 
Resolution Rating System (3RS) is the 
best observer-based measurement 
available. Recently, it has been revised 
(version2022), but its application to 
videotaped psychotherapy sessions is 
recommended. Therefore, this study 
aims to a) establish the 3RSv2022’s 
interrater-reliability and construct 
validity in its application to audio-
recorded psychotherapy sessions and 
b) validate 3RSv2022’s in order to 
facilitate the use of this measure for a 
wider range of psychotherapy process 
research. 

 USA, Austria  Prof. J.Christopher Muran 
(Mount Sinai Beth Israel / 
Adelphi University, USA) 

 Prof. Wolfgang Lutz 
(University of Trier) 

 Prof. Christoph Flückiger 
(University of Kassel) 

 Prof. Sylke Andreas 
(University of Klagenfurt, 
Austria) 

 Research assistants: Levin 
Laser, M.Sc., Nicolas Luh, 
M.Sc. 
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Prof. Dr. 
Christine Stelzel 
Prof. Dr. 
Tamara 
Fischmann 

Individual differences in 
primary emotional systems 
in humans and affective-
motivational processing in 
the brain 

Ongoing since 2021 

This interdisciplinary project is located 
at the interface between cognitive 
neuroscience, neuropsychoanalysis 
and personality psychology. The 
project aims to bring together 
behavioural and neurophysiological 
methods in healthy individuals to 
investigate specific aspects of 
affective neuroscience theory (ANT; 
Panksepp (2004)). 

Stiftung zur Förderung der 
universitären Psychoanalyse 

South Africa  M.A. Sofia Kontaxi (PhD 
student) 

 Prof. Dr. Lars Kuchinke (IPU 
Berlin) 

 Prof. Dr. Birgit Stuermer 
(IPU Berlin) 

 Prof. Kenneth L. Davis 
(emer.) 

 Dr. Donné Minné 
(University of Cape Town, 
South Africa) 

 Prof. Mark Solms 
(University of Cape Town, 
South Africa) 

Prof. Dr. 
Gunther 
Meinlschmidt 

Scrutinizing 
psychotherapeutic and 
psychopathological 
processes in children, 
adolescents, and adults 
using network analyses 

 

Ongoing since 2018 

In this project, we apply complex 
network approach to conceptualize 
treatment associated dynamics and 
psychopathology patterns of elements 
in randomized clinical trials and large-
scale population-based studies in 
children, adolescents, and adults. 
Findings may contribute to a better 
understanding of complex dynamics in 
the context of psychotherapy. 

University of Basel 
University of Pennsylvania 

Switzerland  Prof. Dr. Roselind Lieb 
(University of Basel) 

 Prof. Dr. Monica E. Calkins 
(Department of Psychiatry, 
Perelman School of 
Medicine, University of 
Pennsylvania) 

 

DIgital Online SuPport for 
COVID-19 StrEss (DISPOSE) 

Ongoing since 2020 

An online support program aiming at 
reducing stress in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the general 
population, was co-developed and 
evaluated. The program consists of 
twelve modules that participants 
undergo, covering a broad range of 
topics related to stress in the context 

Selfapy GmbH (Berlin) 
 
University of Basel 

Switzerland  Prof. Dr. Rainer Schäfert 
(Department of 
Psychosomatic Medicine, 
Faculty of Medicine, 
University and Hospital and 
University of Basel) 
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of the COVID-19 pandemic and was 
developed together with and is 
provided by Selfapy GmbH, Berlin. The 
aim of this randomised clinical trial 
with observational components was 
to estimate the effects of the 
intervention as a whole, as well as 
individual modules and selected 
chapters. 


